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Applicant respectfully requests a formal review of the legal and factual basis of the 
rejections in the above referenced application in view of the following remarks: 

Claims 67-94 were rejected under 35 U.S.C. 101 as allegedly being directed to non- 
statutory subject matter. The Office Actions cites the discussion relating to data structures in the 
Interim Guidelines for Examination of Patent Applications (OG Notices: November 2005) in 
support of this rejection. Applicants respectfully traverse. 
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First, claims 67-94 are not directed to data structures. As the Interim Guidelines explain, 
a data structure is "a physical or logical relationship among data elements, designed to support 
specific data manipulation functions." In contrast, Claim 67 for example recites, inter aha, a host 
identifier retrieving module that is configured to retrieve a host identifier from a network address 
allocation request. It also recites a relay agent address field proxy address insertion module 
configured to insert a proxy address in a relay agent address field in the request. As Applicants 
previously explained, these modules may be hardware or software components (or firmware 
components). In any case they are not data modules pursuant to the above definition and 
pursuant to a conventional understanding of that term. Moreover, even if, arguendo, they were 
data structures, this would not be determinative as the inquiry would not stop there. The next 
question that would need to be answered is whether such a data structure falls within the 
category of descriptive material per se, and only if the response to that inquiry is in the 
affirmative would it be deemed to be non-statutory subject matter. (A similar line of inquiry 
would also need to pursued to determine if the claimed material is a computer listing per se, and 
Applicants respectfully submit that the same conclusion reached hereafter would follow since the 
claims recite functionality, which extends beyond mere listing or description). In this case the 
claims recite structural and functional interrelationships with the other aspects of the invention, 
removing them from the purview of non-statutory descriptive per se material. In particular, in 
the example of Claim 67, the host identifier retrieving module is configured to retrieve a host 
identifier from the request. This is a recited fimction (retrieving) performed by a component 
(host identifier retrieving module). Also in claim 67, a request transmission module coupled to a 
relay agent field proxy address insertion module is configured to transmit the request to an 
address allocation device to issue or renew a host address if the host associated with the host 
identifier is in a state of authentication. Again a recited fiinction (transmit) is performed by a 
first component (request transmission module) in relationship to a second component (address 
allocation device). 

Claim 74 is also not directed to a data structure and in any case recites structural and 
functional interrelationships that remove it from the purview of non-statutory descriptive perse 
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